[date]
The Honorable  [first name] [last name]
Member for [Electorate]
[MP address]

Dear [first name] [last name]
I urge you to vote in favour of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill as the single most important step towards ending the suffering of so many of our pets in NSW.

Each year in NSW alone more than 60 000 unwanted and often neglected animals are euthanased in council pounds. The suffering represented by this statistic is indescribable. I urge you to please think of these animals when asked to vote: the frightened mothers with their babies; the starving strays; the filthy matted coats of the dogs; the noises they make and the horror which fills them when they are taken on that final ‘walk’. 

The primary reason why so many animals are abandoned is often because people are unprepared for the responsibility that caring for animals entails. They are unable or unwilling to commit to their pet for the duration of their lives or invest the money and time necessary for their well being.

This situation arises from impractical, inexperienced and impulsive purchases. Businesses need to make a profit to survive – this is an undisputed fact. But when the goods being sold are living animals, that industry must be regulated. This is because the interest and success of the business may be in direct conflict with the welfare of the animal.  The bottom line, when an animal is sold there is no concern or interest for it post adoption. The money is made, the deal is done and their fate is sealed.
The Pet Industry of course denies and refutes the claims of shelter and pound workers, animal management professionals, rescue organisations and the general public. But would you ask an oil company for advice on climate change?

There are many exemplary and successful businesses who specialise in selling only pet products, not pets. They have proven that pet shops do not need to sell live animals to stay ahead in the industry.  There are even some pet shops who sell animals sourced from rescue groups or pounds and are sold according to approved welfare standards.  These companies represent an ethical future for NSW, where animals are not treated as commodities and sold indiscriminately to an impulsive public. 
The introduction of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill will make people more accountable for their purchases. It will enable people to adopt animals from ethical and reputable sources. They will be properly equipped with care information and supported post adoption. It will give people more rights as consumers as they will not be treated as an ‘inexperienced’ buyer manipulated and duped into impractical and overpriced purchases.
I urge you to please make your decision based on the animals who we as a society have a duty of care for, and vote in favour of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill.
Sincerely

[your name and signature] 
[your address]
