[date]
The Honorable  [first name] [last name]

Member for [Electorate]
[MP address]

Dear [first name] [last name]
As a constituent of your electorate I implore you to support the passing of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill. We have a duty of care to the animals in our lives and people need to be held more accountable for their actions. The industries and bodies responsible for promoting inexperienced and impulsive purchases of animals, in turn must be regulated.
It is estimated that more than 60 000 cats and dogs are killed in council pounds in NSW. This excludes the thousands euthanased by the RSPCA, Animal Welfare League and Cat Protection Society combined. Plus the strays and surrendered pets left with veterinary clinics. 
The majority of these animals are killed during ‘breeding season’ which occurs in the warmer months of the year. October 2007 – February 2008 was one of the worst on record.
This tragedy has great human consequences too, with one shelter manager describing the distress experienced by her staff who have to decide ‘whether to euthanase a mother before or after her kittens or puppies’. 
Where are all these animals coming from? 

There is a great divide between the cute puppies and kittens sold in pet shops, markets and auctions, and those being killed in pounds. Sadly it is largely due to misinformation. Parallel to the daily euthanasia of unwanted pets, thousands more are being made and sold to an unknowing public.
If I hadn’t been to a pound I would not know that there was anything wrong with buying an animal in a pet shop or from a market, and I certainly wouldn’t have questioned ‘where the animal came from’ or ‘where is its mother ’. 

Back Yard & Commercial Breeders

The Pet Industry primarily sources animals cheaply from ‘backyard’ or ‘commercial’ breeders. These are individuals who rapidly breed animals with as little expense as possible so they can ensure as great a profit as possible. The animals are given no quality of life, the cheapest food, no veterinary care, and are simply abandoned when they no longer serve a purpose. Certainly if an animal becomes sick or is not a good mother, they will be discarded as they are useless to the breeder. 

Pet Shops

Once the pet shop has bought the puppies and kittens they are kept in the shop until sold or disposed of. There is a Code of Practice as specified by the NSW Department of Primary Industry for the keeping of animals in pet shops, but this is merely a recommendation and not compulsory. Dogs can be housed next to cats which can be housed next to birds. They are generally kept over night in the shop living in exposed glass cages to the front, where during opening hours they are surrounded by excited shoppers. 
A guide to running a successful pet shop produced by the Entrepreneur Business Centre stated: 
The scenario is simple: Someone will walk by, fall in love with an animal and buy it. These sorts of impulse sales can add dramatically to your profits.


First-time browsers in a pet shop will not necessarily jump at the thought of spending $450 to $500 to bring a dog home However, if your shop is accessible and your sales and service ability is convincing, it will not be long before you convert walk-in traffic into buying customers.

And we wonder why our pounds are full.
Consumer

The person who purchased the puppy or kitten impulsively or even just without being given the full understanding of what is necessary for its care, now has nowhere to turn. The animal they bring home has a questionable history and may or may not adjust to its new life. Pet Shops, market stalls and auctions almost never accept the animals back.
The trend is usually that the person will continue to look after their pet until things get out of hand, or the impulsive nature of their purchase becomes inconvenient and impractical. This may be work related, due to rental situations, an allergic family member, problems with pre-existing pets, under-estimated costs associated with their care, or behavioural problems. Or the kitten or puppy has grown into a juvenile and has gone ‘on heat’ or at worst, fallen pregnant.

Pet shops (like all businesses) want to increase their profit margins. So desexing the animal prior to sale is an unnecessary expense. They may even tell the customer that they will buy back any off-spring. But characteristic of each breeding season, pet shops are full like any other ‘facility’.

So not only are 60 000 plus animals being killed each year in NSW pounds, but a self-regulated industry primarily concerned with making profits, are selling un-desexed animals to an unaware and often impulsive consumer.  Think back to the shelter worker whose job it is to kill the unwanted pets, and then see how just utterly repulsive this scenario is. 
It’s time for a Change
Our society has a duty of care to these animals.  There are many things which need to be addressed, but the first and most important issue is the way in which the animals are being sold. Currently the need to make a profit by the businesses who sell animals, conflicts with the welfare of the animals being sold. Put simply, it is in the best interest of the business to sell the animal regardless of whether the customer is capable of responsibly caring for it after they bring it home. 

By regulating the sale of animals we will be empowering the consumer. We will be making sure that they are educated and made fully aware of the level of responsibility needed before they bring home a pet, and we will be guaranteeing them that the animal was sourced ethically.
The passing of the Bill will save the lives of animals and assist in protecting them from cruelty, neglect or abandonment. This alone is worth fighting for.

Vote in Support of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill

When asked to vote, please do so in support of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill. The implementation of this legislation will be a crucial and positive first step towards making NSW safer for our pets. 

Sincerely

[your name and signature] 

[your address]
