[date]

The Honorable  [first name] [last name]

Member for [Electorate]

[MP address]

Dear [first name] [last name]

As a member of your electorate I ask you to please vote in favour of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill. The introduction of this legislation will regulate an industry responsible for the suffering and subsequent euthanasia of many thousands of pets in NSW.

Have you ever wondered where the animals sold in pet shops come from? There is a misguided belief that they are kindly ‘rescued’ from families whose pets accidentally have litters which they are not able to find homes for. Giving the impression that pet shops are somehow providing a charitable service for the community. The overwhelming majority of animals sold from pet shops are first purchased from a commercial or backyard breeder.  


Many responsible and/or registered breeders have come out in support of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill in an attempt to stop the backyard and commercial breeders. Responsible breeders love and care for their animals and would never want to see them treated in such a way, or indiscriminately sold to an often impulsive and uninformed public.
As long as backyard and commercial breeders are allowed to operate unregulated we will continue to see an increase in the number of pets euthanased in NSW. There are very few industries allowed to function without regulations to ensure good practices, let alone one which deals with living animals.
When you are asked to vote, please do so in favour of the Bill. Your vote will be instrumental in protecting companion animals from abuse, neglect and exploitation. Your vote will remove the financial burden from the community and tax payers. Your vote will help consumers to make ethical and informed purchases. 

Sincerely

[your name and signature] 

[your address] 
Backyard Breeders


A "backyard" or "home breeder" is someone who keeps a number of animals and either breeds them deliberately or just lets them breed. They may breed dogs, cats, rabbits, mice or rats. They usually have no understanding of or concern about breed standards, genetics, socialising, or animal health. Backyard breeders usually sell the animals through newspapers, on internet trading sites and to pet shops. Many of the animals in their care are seriously neglected and suffer health problems. 


Backyard breeders create an enormous financial burden on animal welfare organisations, council regulatory services and communities. A great deal of resources are invested in removing the animals, investigating mistreatment, resolving disputes with surrounding residents, and controlling noise and environmental pollution.





Commercial Breeders


Commercial breeders (also know as ‘pet mills’) run large-scale breeding facilities that produce animal after animal, with only profit in mind. Animals are kept in rows of bare wire cages (with no bedding or environmental stimulation), fed low quality food, and have little or no socialisation with humans. They are considered livestock – not companion animals. And as soon as they stop being ‘useful’ they are disposed of. This includes the sick and those who stop producing litters.


Welfare organisations such as the RSPCA and rescue groups such as Animal Liberation have been responsible for exposing the endemic cruelty in these breeding facilities. All dogs and cats (and most other mammals) in pet shops have been supplied by commercial or backyard breeders. 








