[date]

The Honorable  [first name] [last name]

Member for [Electorate]

[MP address]

Dear [first name] [last name]

I implore you to support Clover Moore’s Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill. This is a necessary step to securing the welfare of the pets of NSW.
When asked to vote on the Bill please do so in the context of the following facts:

· In NSW more than 60 000 cats and dogs are euthanased in council pounds. The cost is not only great to the animals, but the people made responsible for cleaning up the mess of irresponsible pet owners.

· The pet industry in its current state is unregulated. It churns out hundreds of thousands of animals for profit every year. Commercial and backyard breeders (distinct from responsible and/or registered breeders) inflict great suffering on the animals in their care either deliberately (to save money) or through their ignorance and lack of proper resources. Examples of the cruelty endemic to backyard and commercial breeding has been well documented by the RSPCA and other welfare groups.
· The animals sold in pet shops are mainly sourced from backyard or commercial breeders. The animals sold in pet shops are often suffering from health problems due to inbreeding or lack of appropriate care.  

· Pet shops have little concern for the well being and needs of the animals they sell. Indeed they are primarily concerned with making profit. Cats and dogs are housed inappropriately at minimal cost by people who are often not suitably qualified in animal care. Employees are taught to prey on impulsive buyers, and animals are sold to people with little information about their ongoing requirements.

· Almost every industry is regulated in some way to secure best practices. Yet the pet industry remains free to do what ever it needs to make a profit. Even if the activities involve the suffering of animals and the deaths of thousands of unwanted pets.
The simple fact that 60 000 cats and dogs are euthanased in council pounds each year in NSW is indicative of a failed system. We have a duty of care to these animals, and it is abhorrent that we would so blatantly place profit before even meeting their basic needs.
Regulating the pet industry will not cost jobs and it will not necessarily cost business. There are many alternatives to current practices, such as selling animals who have been sourced from pounds or rescue groups, once they are desexed, and according to current welfare standards.

It is not just a matter of curbing the perceived ‘rights’ of an industry to make profit, but the consumers also have a right to make informed and ethical choices. Surely this would be in accordance with the objectives of government departments such as Office of Fair Trading. I find it astounding that the pet industry have been allowed to operate the way that it has been for so long – at such a great cost the community and its animals. 

I implore you to make your vote one for our pets. Please vote in favour of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill.
Sincerely

[your name and signature] 

[your address]

