[date]

The Honorable  [first name] [last name]

Member for [Electorate]

[MP address]

Dear [first name] [last name]

I am a resident in your electorate and I urge you to vote in favour of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill 2007. The passing of this Bill will be the first and most important step in reducing the shocking numbers of unwanted pets euthanased in NSW each year. 
Companion animals play an enormously important role in our lives. They bring us comfort, and companionship, and fulfill many crucial roles such as providing support to people with disabilities.  People who own pets are reported to be healthier, happier and enjoy greater longevity than those who live without animals. 
Yet every year in NSW more than 60 000 unwanted cats and dogs are killed in council pounds. How could we allow this to happen? Sadly, for all that these animals give to us – their companionship, support and unconditional love, we sentence them to death each and every day for nothing more than the profit of an industry who actually costs the Australian tax payer millions of dollars in cleaning up the mess made by their unscrupulous business practices.
The Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill strives to dramatically reduce this tragic statistic by regulating the way in which animals are sold. Given that every animal euthanased in a pound either belonged to someone, or was the progeny of someone’s pet, it only makes sense to regulate the way in which people acquire animals. The Bill does not seek to limit people’s freedoms, but instead strives to empower consumers by making them more aware of the responsibilities and costs involved in the ongoing care of an animal before the sale, not after. Remember too that for each animal euthanased in a pound, someone was not willing or able to live up to their commitment made at the time of purchase.

The Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill includes the following important requirements:
· The sale of mammals to children will be prohibited
· Any person who offering a mammal for sale must inform prospective purchasers of the special needs and requirements of the mammal, the usual life-span of mammals of that species or breed, basic accommodation needs, exercising and socialising of the mammal and the costs associated with feeding, registering and keeping the mammal and the estimated annual costs of obtaining veterinary care for the mammal
· It will be offence for backyard and commercial breeders to continue their business, unless they comply with the standards of responsible breeders as prescribed by the regulations.

· It will be an offence to sell mammals in shops, markets or auctions. Animals instead will be sold from rescue organisations, pounds, vet clinics and registered breeders.
These amendments to the current practices are aimed at improving the way in which people purchase animals and what occurs post adoption. 

It will end the exploitation, mistreatment and unethical selling of animals in pet shops. And by prohibiting the sale of mammals in shops, markets and auctions we will be cutting the main supply of business for backyard and commercial breeders.
Please think of the needs of your constituents and the welfare of their animals when asked to vote. I urge you to vote in favour of the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill.
Sincerely

[your name and signature]  

[your address]
