[Date]

To the Honorable [name of your local MP]
The purpose of this letter is to ask for your support for a parliamentary inquiry into the pet industry and the impact it has on animal welfare and the community. 

It is imperative that an inquiry is held into this matter prior to voting on the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill in the Legislative Assembly. This will ensure that Members are informed of the pet industry’s impact on animal welfare in NSW and have the opportunity to hear the issues raised by a growing number of concerned citizens, animal welfare representatives and industry stakeholders.

After careful consideration we believe a Select Committee would be the most appropriate body to undertake the inquiry.

The Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill has overwhelming support from members of the public, animal welfare bodies, NSW councils, veterinarians and other members of the animal care industry. 

An inquiry could address many of the concerns raised by all interested parties such as:

· treatment of animals in pet shops

· treatment of animals bred for sale through pet shops, markets and print and online media

· a lack of information provided at point of sale and the encouragement of impulse purchases 

· consumer rights regarding health and genetic welfare of animals in pet shops

· the cost to the community to manage unwanted cats and dogs

· the impact on natural flora and fauna of dumped pets

· the link between animals sold in pet shops, markets and via print and online media, and the number of animals impounded

These along with numerous other issues addressed by the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill have incited a compelling response from a growing number of people.

In order for the Legislative Assembly to make an informed decision on the Bill it is important that an inquiry is held to gather, consider and review the mounting body of evidence.

Could you please let me know whether you support a Select Committee inquiry on the pet industry prior to voting on the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill in the Legislative Assembly? 

Sincerely

[Your full name]
[Your address]
